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May 11, 2004

On the morning of April 28 at 9:00, more than 20 members of the STISSS health care workers union, led by Secretary General Ricardo Monge, entered El Salvador's National Cathedral in a peaceful occupation.  The action was to protest the ongoing firing and repression of employees who work for the Salvadoran Institute of Social Security's (ISSS).  Just hours into the peaceful protest, as negotiations to resolve the workers' demands were already underway, armed riot police arrived and invaded the cathedral.  The police violently arrested Ricardo Monge, Javier Ayala, and one other member of the executive board of the union, hitting them as they forced them out of the cathedral.

Days later, Ricardo Monge, Javier Ayala, and 35 other unionists and supporters remained jailed for their involvement in the protest against government firings, the privatization of public health care, and the presence of Salvadoran troops in Iraq. Monge and Ayala were handcuffed to each other and separated from the other detainees. 

The STISSS union demands the rehiring of the fired workers and the creation of a committee of union and government officials.  The STISSS has been mobilizing for months to demand that the ISSS respect the accords that brought to a 10-month strike to an end in 2003.  The ISSS administration has ignored their demands.  Moreover, ISSS has fired 20 union activists since the March 21 national elections, bringing the total number of STISSS workers fired during and since the strike to 156.
We urge you to:

· Request that Ricardo Meneses, Chief of the National Civil Police, testify in front of the National Assembly to explain the police's actions during the protest

· Demand the immediate release of all the arrested protestors

· Encourage the rehiring of all ISSS workers fired during and since the health care strike

· Stop the privatization of the health care sector in El Salvador.

We previously wrote you in December 2002 to urge your government to stop the repression against Ricardo Monge and other union representatives.  We see these ongoing labor abuses as a strong indication that the current situation in El Salvador is in no way amenable to the signing of a free trade agreement with the U.S.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai

Coordinator

Copies to:
H. Douglas Barclay, US Ambassador to El Salvador ~ fax:  011.503.278.6011



Andrea Rodriguez, El Salvador Desk Office, US State Dept ~ fax: 202 647 2597

Senator Mike DeWine ~ Senator George Voinovich ~ Rep Sherrod Brown ~ Rep Paul Gillmor ~ 

Rep Marcy Kaptur ~ Rep Dennis J Kucinich ~ Rep Steve LaTourette ~ Rep Ralph Regula ~ 


Rep Tim Ryan ~ Rep Stephanie Tubbs Jones
CISPES/ El Salvador

The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter.
IRTF














